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Hello from Dewa Shonai International Forum. Welcome to our new information page, just for you,
our international English and Chinese speaking friends. Look here in upcoming issues of the Mura Da
Yori for information regarding upcoming events, ongoing educational opportunities, volunteer
positions, and useful tidbits for Living the Life of a foreign national in Shonai.

Our greatest need now is for two new English language teaching volunteers. Dana and Erik are
leaving us in the summer, so we will have two gaps in our volunteer staff starting in September. If
you're a native English speaker and you like to give back to the community that so generously
supports us, how about spending 60-90 minutes a week sharing the love? The schedule is flexible,
and we can provide a little financial support to put towards your weekend getaway to Tokyo or
whatever.

We have several things to bring to your attention this time around. Perhaps many of you are
familiar with our free Japanese language lessons on Sundays at 2 p.m. and on Tuesdays at 7. These
classes provide a terrific way to connect with others around Shonai, make new friends, and learn not
only language but also cultural skills necessary for smooth sailing in the sea of Japanese life.

Other languages happening regularly are our French class (taught by Charles), our Chinese class,
our Hangul (Korean) class, our Spanish class, our Russian class, and our newest, the German Study
Circle, led by the indefatigable and brilliant Tony. Call for times and details.

Spring is sort of our down time for regular events, but you can still find Japanese cooking classes
for ¥500 on Sundays, and other sundry get-togethers. Keep checking in with the Forum for details.

Call the Forum at 0235-25-3600. Ask for me or Sachi, or any of the other staff. That's all for now.
Nose back to the grindstone.

Phil
Int'l Exchange Officer
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