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Hello again from Dewa Shonai International Forum. Here is the scoop for our Spring. For
newcomers, we assume you've already heard of Hana Mi, the cherry blossom viewing festival
taking place all around the area. It's common to head to a nearby park, spread out a tarpaulin
under the cherry trees, and eat and drink oneself silly. It's still pretty cold at night, so be sure
to take some warm clothes.

May 25th is the largest festival in Tsuruoka, the Tenjin Festival. There's a complicated back
story to this, one of the oldest festivals in northerm Japan, but these days it's mostly a chance
to enjoy a parade, pick up some shiskabob on the street, and get all the free sake one can
drink. Parade participants dress up in kimono and a large, straw hat which covers their faces,
and serve sake to bystanders for free. Tradition has it that if one can go three consecutive
years without being recognized one’'s wish will be granted.

So whaddaya say? Wanna give it a try? I'm collecting names and numbers. We'll meet on
Sunday, May 25th, at the Forum and change into our kimono (borrowed from City Hall). Not
only foreigners, but also Japanese friends and neighbors, young and old, are invited to join us
for the festivities. This is a great chance to interact with both Japanese and non-Japanese
friends, and participate in the wonderful, rich culture that surrounds us. Call the Forum at
0235-25-3600 and leave your name for the Tenjin Festival.

Phil Robberson
Int’l Exchange Officer
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