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The Tenjin Festival on May 25 was an unqualified success. About 30 foreign residents and their Japanese friends
joined forces to march in the parade as Bakemono, kimono-ed sake servers whose faces are hidden by scarves as
they pour delicious local brew for the parade watchers. (Be careful with that word, bakemono.

Change one little vowel and you've said, "bakamono," which means "idiot." Let's try not to go around telling our
friends we were Idiots last month. It may, indeed, be true, but some things are better left unsaid.)

Unfortunately next year's festival falls on a weekday making it more difficult for many of us to participate.

Still, we'll try again. We may even try to get enough support for a float of our own!

Summer is well underway, and by the time you read this we'll all be suffering through another sticky, sloppy rainy
season. Head out to the beach or up to the hills for a little refreshment. Beach-watchers will get a bang out of this
year's swimsuits and the many lithe bodies that inhabit them. And nature-lovers will enjoy mountain getaways up
Chokai-san, around Asahi Village or Atsumi Town. Adventurers should remember that officially camping is only
permitted in designated campgrounds, though we've never heard of anyone objecting too vociferously to roadside
vagabonds, provided they have their foreigner ID cards and seem like nice people. And don't forget Bungee Jumping
and the Amazon Nature Museum in Asahi, perfect for a day away!

Summer at the Forum is fairly quiet, except for a few notable events. Tentative plans have been laid for another
Summer Festival from late July. We'll need helpers and participants. The International Music Festival is sure to be
another hit, and this year's special guests, Tadashi Kosaka and the Gospel Choir promise a concert and workshop to
be remembered. And Japanese and other language courses continue unabated at the Forum, with various breaks
scheduled through August. Check with the Forum office at 0235-25-3600 for details of all these events.

Finally, let us remind you that we are always looking for volunteers. We're sad to say goodbye to Erik and Dana,
who've been teaching language classes at the Forum for the past year and are heading home. We need two new lively
souls to cover their classes, kids' and adult classes both. There's some money involved, too! And we are planning
another Kids English Camp in the fall. As usual, we plead for your assistance and support. It's a fun weekend and
you won‘t regret the sacrifice. In closing, remember that International Driving Permits are valid for a maximum of
one year in Japan?those entering their second year will need to trade their home driver's license for one from the
License Center in Tendo before a year has gone by.

See you next time,

Phil Robberson, Int'l Exchange Coordinator
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